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OFFICIAL

From:  
Sent: 04 February 2026 17:35
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Question on letter sent by Home Office Permanent Secretary to Gavin
Stephens on 14 January 2026

Hi ,
My name is  from the CSE Response team. I am emailing you as you are on

 out of office. I am emailing about a letter sent by the Home Office Permanent
Secretary to Gavin Stephens on 14 Jan 2026. The letter (attached in draft form) flagged the
need for full transparency and cooperation with the Independent Inquiry into Grooming
Gangs, the need for relevant bodies and agencies to start preparing to meet their legal
obligations to provide relevant records to the inquiry when requested, and a request for the
NPCC to cascade this message to all Chief Constables.
Data retention, and whether Chief Constables have been notified of their need to retain
relevant records, was raised at the Home Affairs Select Committee today. Could you
please confirmed whether and when this message was disseminated to Chiefs? If you have
any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Thanks
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This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for
the named recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify
the sender, delete the message, and do not share its contents.
Reasonable steps have been taken to ensure this email is free from malware,
but recipients should perform their own checks before opening attachments or links.
Under the Investigatory Powers Act 2016, authorised bodies such as the National 
Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) may monitor communications, including email traffic,
for security and threat detection purposes.
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and delete the message and any attachments or copies. Any unauthorised use, disclosure,
review, re-transmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking action in reliance upon,
this message by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited.
The information contained in this e-mail, and in your reply, may be subject to disclosure
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or other legislation and confidentiality cannot
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be guaranteed. Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail are solely those of the
author and do not necessarily represent the views of Staffordshire Police. All Staffordshire
Police email activity is monitored for virus, racist, obscene, or otherwise inappropriate
activity. No responsibility is accepted by Staffordshire Police for any loss or damage
arising in any way from the receipt or use of this email.
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