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Sighting Evaluation Form           [image: A blue text with white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
If a missing person has not been located within the first 48 hours, or if the person has unexpectedly disappeared, consideration should be given to formally evaluating all sightings.  Where possible, the SIO or Reviewing Officer should task the same person to evaluate all the sightings received during the investigation using this form based on the information recorded on the Sighting Report forms. 
	Missing Person Reference Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Name of Witness
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Date of Sighting
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Part 1 – Reliability of the Witness
	Does the witness have an apparent motive for reporting a false sighting or is there any other reason to doubt the reliability of the witness
	Click here
	Details
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Note: If there are grounds to doubt the motive or reliability of the witness, the sighting should be categorised as Grade 7.
Part 2 – Evaluation Questions
Question 1 – Personally Known to the Witness
	Is the missing person well known to the witness?
	Click here
	Details
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 2 – Certainty
	Is the witness 100% certain of the sighting?
	Click here
	Details
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 3 – Quality of Sighting
	Is the quality of the sighting high?
	Click here
	Details
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 4 - Corroboration
	Is the sighting corroborated by CCTV, financial transactions, or handset usage at the material time and location?
	Click here
	Details
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 5 – Consistency of the Sighting
	Is the sighting consistent with what is known about the misper’s lifestyle, habits, previous links to the location, recent mental and emotional state, and other information and intelligence obtained during the investigation?
	Click here
	Details
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Part 3 – Automatic Categorisation of the Sighting
	Grade 1
	All five of the evaluation questions were answered positively.

	Grade 2
	Four of the evaluation questions were answered positively.

	Grade 3
	Three of the evaluation questions were answered positively

	Grade 4
	Two of the evaluation questions were answered positively.

	Grade 5
	Only one of the evaluation questions were answered positively.

	Grade 6
	None of the evaluation questions were answered positively

	Grade 7
	There are grounds to doubt the motive or reliability of the witness.

	Automatic Categorisation of the Sighting
	Select Grade

Part 4 – Reviewing the Automatic Categorisation of the Sighting
Reviewing Officers have the discretion to amend the initial categorisation of the sighting if the automatic evaluation does not appear to reflect the actual grading.  However, the rationale for departing from the automatic grading should be recorded.
	Does the Reviewing Officer agree with the Automatic Categorisation?
	Click here
	Rationale for amending the Automatic Categorisation
Click or tap here to enter text.



Part 5 – Final Categorisation of Sighting
	Reviewer’s Final Categorisation of the Sighting
	Select Grade

Part 6 – Recommended Further Action Required
	What further action is required to corroborate, contradict, or respond to this action?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
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